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Press Release
“You must understand, young Hobbit, it takes a long time to say anything in Old Entish. And we never say
anything unless it is worth taking a long time to say.”
Peter Jackson's mega Hollywood adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s fantasy novel 
The Lord of the Rings
has
been a source of inspiration for Max Ronnersjö.
In his solo exhibition at Rotor gallery, simply titled 
Rotor Solo Show
, a looped video projection shows a
scene from 
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
(2002).
In the clip the spectator takes part of the questions posed by the nature of the Ents, the tree people in
Tolkien's universe.
The blockbuster movie is here treated as a part of the public domain, the gesture of adopting the clip is as
simple as uploading the clip to YouTube or Vimeo.
The Internet functions as a platform for another work in this exhibition. Ronnersjö has since the early 2000s
created and edited articles on the Swedish and English online encyclopedia Wikipedia. He is involved in the
collecting and sharing of information not only through writing but also by contributing images to the free
media database Wikimedia Commons.
In the exhibition a broad field of interest is presented with an absent problematization of copyright and
appropriation, where the artworks are left free.
An analysis of contemporary cultural expressions and a presentation of how art can use these new forms of
communication today.
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Work descriptions
All works are produced for this exhibition.

Untitled
, 2012
Video installation, projector, speakers
Watch the clip on Vimeo
This work consists of a video projection. The video is a 1:42 minute clip from the movie The Lord of the
Rings: The Two Towers. This particular part is from when Merry and Pippin is together with the ent
Treebeard in the Fangorn Forest. Treebeard and his fellow ents hold a council to decide on the role of the
ents in the war with Saruman. Due to the nature of the ents, they are the tree creatures in the Tolkien
universe, their language is very slow.
The hobbits that are together with them speak normal pace english and therefore a kind of communication
difficulty arises when Treebeard are coming back after a day of the Entmoot (the name of the ent council)
and the hobbits are eager to move on so that they can help their friends. Extract from the script:
[The Ent Moot is still in progress. The Ents sway a little as they continue to deliberate. Merry and Pippin are
sitting a distance away. Suddenly, Treebeard nods and turns to the hobbits.]
PIPPIN
[Gesturing] Merry!
TREEBEARD
We have just agreed. [Long pause with
his eyes closed.]
MERRY
[Angles his head in query] Yes?
TREEBEARD
I have told your names to the Ent moot
and we have agreed – you are not Orcs.

PIPPIN
Well, that’s good news.
MERRY
[impatiently] And what about Saruman?
Have you come to a decision about HIM?

TREEBEARD
[Waving a hand] Now don’t be hasty,
Master Meriadoc.
MERRY
Hasty? Our friends are out there! They
need our help! They cannot fight this
war on their own.
TREEBEARD
War, yes… It affects us all. But you
must understand, young hobbit. It takes
a loong time to say anything in ooold…
Entish. [Merry and Pippin roll their
eyes in disgruntlement.] And we never
say anything… unless it is worth taking
a looong… time to say.

Untitled
, 2012
Humidifier, Vicks V5200E, 30 x 15 x 25 cm
This work consists of a readymade, a humidifier is a household appliance that increases humidity
(moisture) in a single room or in the entire house. This version is a Vicks humidifier model number V5200E.
The humidifier is running during the time of the exhibition.

Untitled
, 2012
Vinyl on wall
This is a drawing made by the artist transferred into vinyl sticker that is mounted directly to the wall of the
gallery. The drawing depicts a woman holding a glass of wine.

Untitled
, 2012
Digital photographic print, frame, 100 x 70 cm
This work consists of a photo taken by the artists father with an iPhone. The photo is taken from a Circle
Line ferry on the Upper Bay south of Manhattan in New York. It depicts the Statue of Liberty and part of the
Liberty Island where the monument is situated. In the foreground of the picture is spectators sitting on the
sundeck of the ferry. In the extreme foreground there is a blurred part of a finger belonging to the
photographer. The angle of the picture is heavily tilted in a dutch angle. The photographer is obviously an
amateur and this photo is a mistake. This is an idea of the perfect imperfect photo. All the errors are present.
The print is framed behind glass in a black wooden frame .

Untitled
, 2002  ongoing
Digital prints, variable dimensions
Articles created and edited by the artist on the online encyclopedia Wikipedia and contributions made by the

artist to the free media database Wikimedia Commons. Presented as regular office laser prints, mounted
directly on the wall.
In this exhibition these articles are presented: 
Art in Ruins
(edited), 
Axel Boman
(created), 
Butt magazine
(contributed photo to Wikimedia Commons), 
Folksonomi
, (created), 
Berndt Helleberg
, (contributed photo to
Wikimedia Commons), 
Jungle gym
, (contributed photo to Wikimedia Commons), 
The Map and the Territory
,
(edited), 
Seth Price
, (edited), 
Walid Raad
, (portrait photo contributed to Wikimedia Commons)
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